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This August Dartmouth Yacht Club hosted
its annual Bamse Cup Regatta for junior
sailors from DYC and Bedford Basin Yacht
Club as part of the Convoy Cup Foundation
in the double-handed Club 420 class and
the singlehanded International Optimist
class. The event enjoyed sunshine and 12-15
knot wind conditions that allowed for the
Race Committee to hold 10 races in the
420s and 8 races in the Optis over two days. 

With many of the sailors being new to
racing, the event placed emphasis on
learning and team building between the
two teams by holding classroom seminars
related to boat handling and basic racing
skills in the mornings prior to racing, and
group debriefs about the day’s events in the
evenings. This was all tied together with a
post racing barbeque graciously donated by
the Convoy Cup foundation for the sailors
and parents after the first day of racing.

The DYC Race Team put up quite a showing

with sailors Sean Leblanc and Chad Liebold
taking first place in the Club 420 class with
9 net points and fellow DYC Race Team
members Justin Smith and Paul Corkum
finishing in second place with 18 net points
after two drop races. The International
Optimist class was dominated by BBYC sailor
Tineke Weld who finished with 7 net points
after dropping her only 2nd place finish!

The event wrapped up with a visit from
Convoy Cup Chairman Stiener Engeset who
told the story of the Bamse, the Great
Norwiegan Seadog who became the heroic
mascot of the Free Norwiegan Forces
during the Second World War after saving a
young lieutenant commander who was
being attacked by a man wielding a knife
by pushing the assailant off of the wharf
into the sea. 

The 2011 edition of the Bamse Cup was a
great addition to the DYC Race Team
program and was successful in establishing

General Manager
Dan Gallina 

The Bamse Cup Regatta August 2011
By Ted Skiffington

See Bamse  pg. 2

Participants and coaches with Steiner Engset and Bamse!



a good training relationship with BBYC for the future.
We’re looking forward to the 2012 edition of the event
and hope to build event participation from other clubs
from around the province while maintaining a focus of
teamwork and learning in a social and competitive
environment.
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Bamse Continued from pg. 1.

Above: DYC Race Team athletes Sean Leblanc and Chad
Leibold show off their hardware with DYC Sailing Director
Ted Skiffington, Convoy Cup Foundation Representative
Steiner Engset, and Bamse!

What’s Going On Next Door? By Bruce Cake
Now that the seawall has been
erected and a tower crane is in place
to the north of us, the question
“What’s going on Next Door?” is the
most common question being asked
at the office. To provide an answer
that’s more than a guess, we have
made a couple of trips next door to
speak to the folks developing the
property. Mr KJ Gandhi, of Legacy
Home Builders who are the
developers of the property, came to
the office and provided some
answers. 

This will be an luxury apartment
residence, six stories high, consisting
of 70 apartments ranging from one
bedroom to three bedrooms, square
footage ranging from 1200 to 1500
with four penthouse units
approximately 2800 square feet.

Rental rates have not yet been
established.

The exterior will be a combination of
decorative stone, brick and concrete.
These are being built as higher end
units complete with granite
countertops and high ceilings

There is underground parking.

All apartments will have a view of the
water and from some units, the
club’s marina system.

HRM have imposed a mandatory
easement for a boardwalk along the
shore line. 

The completion date of the project is
expected to be July/August, 2012

For details on rentals etc, the
information will be posted in the

near future on our web site which is
www.legacybuilder.ca

The company looks forward to
providing more detailed information,
floor plans, conceptual drawings and
rental information in the December
issue of the SIGNAL.
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The 2011 DYC Junior Sailing Program 
By Ted Skiffington

As you may have noticed, this past July
and August Dartmouth Yacht Club once
again offered Junior Sail Training
programs for kids and athletes between
the ages of 7 and 16. The program
hosted upwards of 100 kids, over four
two week sessions at the Beginner White
Sail 1, 2, and 3 levels, as well as at the
Intermediate Bronze Sail 4, and 5 levels.

The White Sail Programs offered at DYC
are headed up by Instructors Emma-Jean
Slobodesky and Rebecca Haley who have
been with the club for the past four
summers and who continued to instil the
love of the sport of sailing that they both
possess onto the newcomers, often
having kids who had originally only
registered for one session returning again
and again throughout the summer.

In addition to these traditional
programs, DYC implemented a new
Learn to Race program for the most
advanced sailors returning to the club in
conjunction with its Bronze Sail 5
program in the Club 420 class.

This was an establishing year for the
program and the athletes who took to
racing represented DYC vigorously by
dedicating themselves to training a
minimum of six out of the eight weeks
offered! The DYC Race Team traveled to
events including the Youth Olympic
Training Seminar and Atlantic Regatta

Canada at the Bedford Basin Yacht Club,
The Bay, The Wind, The Regatta at the
St. Margaret’s Sailing Club, in addition
to representing our club here at home at
the annual Bamse Cup and Telstar
regattas. Notable results posted by DYC
sailors include Neil Jewers 3rd place
finish in the Club 420 class at ARK
Regatta, as well as 1st and 2nd place
finishes respectively to teams Sean
Leblanc and Chad Liebold, and Justin
Smith and Paul Corkum at DYC’s own
Bamse Cup Regatta.

In addition to the Club 420 Race Team,
DYC also hosted an Introduction to
Optimist Racing clinic which was able to
draw athletes from other clubs around
metro to DYC to join our athletes for two
weeks of training including a trip to
Chester Yacht Club for the 2011 Opti
Jam Regatta which hosted 94 Optis! Top
DYC Opti Sailor Sean Leblanc posted
DYCs best result at the event finishing in
50th which, in Nova Scotia where we
host the top youth sailors in the country,
was quite a feat after only starting in the
class two days prior to the event! The
International Optimist is undoubtedly the
best and most competitive youth racing
class in the world with over 80% of
Olympic medalists beginning their sailing
careers in it and will be something we as
a program will be looking to invest in for
the coming summers.

At the end of the summer DYC hosted
its annual Telstar regatta for all of the
junior sailors who had attended at least
one session throughout the summer. In a
round robin format, DYC racers and
Intermediate sailors were paired with
students from the beginner levels to
compete for the overall club
championship. At the end of the event
we held a season wrap up barbeque and
awards ceremony for all of the sailors
who attended the program and their
parents. Certificates were awarded at
this time for any sailors who had met the
requirements at their current level as
well as awards for the most dedicated
sailors. At both the Intermediate and
Beginner levels we award a top prize,
the top White Sail Award going to Owen
Craig and the Top Bronze Sail Award
going to Sean Leblanc. 

As Sailing Director, I personally received
a lot of positive feedback from the
parents and would like to thank Emma-
Jean and Rebecca for all of the hard
work they put in before, during, and
after the season. I would also like to
thank our GM Dan Gallina and the Yard
Staff at DYC who, among a million other
things, helped ensure our coach boat
motors ran day in and day out in
addition to hosting the wonderful
barbeque events at the Bamse Cup and
end of season banquet.
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Bravo Zulu (Well Done) Bras d’Or Yacht Club 
Regatta Week 2011 By By Rod Stright, S/V EQUINOX

Every year since its inception in 1904
the picturesque and friendly village
of Baddeck comes together to
support yacht and dinghy racing
through the community centred Bras
d’Or Yacht Club (BYC). This Club,
founded in 1904, is a vital part of the
village’s tourism infrastructure and a
focal point for community activities. 

Each year, since 1913, in this sailing
Mecca, the club plays host to Bras
d’Or Yacht Club Regatta Week, a true
weeklong Regatta for dinghy and
yacht racers alike. This past summer
we enjoyed the opportunity to return
to Regatta Week for the second year
in a row and what we experienced
was another fantastic week of racing
and outstanding hospitality.

Bras d’Or Yacht Club is ideally
situated in the middle of some of the
warmest salt water sailing waters in
Canada. Combine that with a fog
free environment, normally steady
afternoon breezes and long bays,
numerous inlets and secluded bays
you have a racers’ and cruisers’
paradise.

Regatta Week started off with a sail
past of more than ninety-five boats
led by Shaun McIntyre’s X-35
Schanryla, sailing past the
government wharf packed with local
supporters and tourists alike. This was
promptly followed by a wine and
cheese (much more than cheese)
reception for participants and
Regatta Week organizers at BYC
which went well into the night and
neither the wine nor the food ran
out, impressive indeed. 

Each afternoon, after the race,
participants gathered on the upper
deck of the yacht club where the races
were verbally re-sailed while watching
excellent action photos taken by local
photographer Shawn Dunlop. This
certainly added to the discussion of
the days racing events and afforded an
opportunity to get a meals prepared
by our hosts and refreshments at very
modest prices. Results were
announced and posted daily.

Each evening organizers put together
a stellar line up for entertainment. In
addition to the week of racing the

evenings proved to be an endurance
test for one and all.

Despite the picturesque scenery, the
idyllic setting on the Bras d’Or Lakes
and the fabulous entertainment the
reason we were here was for the
racing. That certainly did not
disappoint. Each day, a race for a
different trophy for dinghy sailors and
yachts alike. The tradition in Baddeck
is to include junior sailing each
morning/early afternoon and have
yacht racing in the afternoon. This
practice has been going on for
decades. The proof in how well it
works is reflected in the fact that
many of the participants in the yacht
races in the afternoon have come up
through the junior sailing program at
Baddeck and/or have been very active
in junior sailing in Cape Breton. 

In addition to the dinghy races in the
mornings, there were races yacht
races every afternoon starting
promptly at 12:45 with two races on
Thursday. On Saturday, the Gardiner
Hubbard Bell trophy was raced for
requiring a 12:00 start for a race of

Left: The venue: Beautiful Baddeck , Baddeck
Bay and the Bras d’Or Lakes 
Photo Credit: James Haliburton
Above: DYC’s Equinox,  BYC overall Regatta
Week winner headed for the leeward mark
enroute to the finish line in the Gardiner
Hubbard Bell race, the final race of BYC
Regatta Week. Photo Credit Shawn Dunlop
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more than 20 nautical miles. Although
the racing conditions were almost
ideal on every day I must commend
Tim Woodford, James MacDonald, Art
McNeil and the on the water race
management crew for the courses
they set, the adjustments they made
to the course when needed and the
efficiency with which they ran the
races. The mark boat was always out
early and the committee boat was on
scene an hour prior to the schedule
start time each day. This I am sure
gave them a feel for the conditions
and what to expect. 

Participants of the Bras d’Or Yacht
Club Regatta Week enjoyed:

•  A fantastic venue with a virtually,
fog free environment, warm waters
and wind each and every day. 

•  An excellent on the water race
management team (including
some very accomplished World
and National Snipe sailors Tim

Woodford and James MacDonald)
setting some very good courses
daily. Their experience in racing in
the area was also an asset in the
courses they chose.

•  Seven races in six days make the
transit from Halifax and anywhere
else in the Maritimes well worth it
to any sailboat racer and if you
have a racer/cruiser you couldn’t be
in a better place for either activity.

•  The east side of the government
wharf was made available to racers
free of charge for the week.

•  Outside starts for yacht races and
the use of large inflatable markers
to ensure excellent courses with
long legs and lots of room.

•  A very capable and fast chase boat
that allowed setting and resetting
course marks promptly as required.

•  An overall trophy, The Marvin

Harvey Award, for the best
performance of the week in yachts
and dinghies. 

•  BYC Regatta Week is also part of a
new festival that was launched in
2010 to celebrate the beautiful
Bras d’Or Lakes, Canada’s Inland
Sea on Cape Breton Island.

•  Great sponsors and a host of well-
coordinated volunteers that make
it all possible and who really
appreciate the opportunity to host
visitors and sailors.

The results for the week were very
close with Equinox representing
Dartmouth Yacht Club capturing the
Marvin Harvey Award for the second
year in a row by the narrowest of
margins with A Bomb of Northern
Yacht Club second and Unous from
Bras d’Or Yacht Club in third..
Complete results for yacht and
dinghy races are available on the BYC
website www.brasdoryachtclub.ca.

RACE 1 – MONDAY, AUGUST 8, 2011
75TH ANNIVERSARY TROPHY

1  UNOUS Sigma 29 Kathy Ann Woodford
2  A Bomb Bombardier 7.6 David Buis
3  Trio GK 24 Reid Blynn

RACE 2 – TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2011
CLAYTON MEMORIAL TROPHY

1  Handsome Jack Etchells 22 James Anderson
2  Equinox Frers 33 Rod Stright
3  A Bomb Bombardier 7.6 David Buis

RACE 3 – WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10, 2011
NOVA SCOTIA TOURIST ASSOCIATION PLAQUE

1  Equinox Frers 33 Rod Stright
2  Tempest J 29 Mark Johnson
3  Handsome Jack Etchells 22 James Anderson

RACE 4 – THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2011
CENTENNIAL TROPHY

1  Equinox Frers 33 Rod Stright
2  A Bomb Bombardier 7.6 David Buis
3  UNOUS Sigma 29 Kathy Ann Woodford

RACE 5 – THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 2011
PL MACFARLANE TROPHY

1  Equinox Frers 33 Rod Stright
2  A Bomb Bombardier 7.6 David Buis
2  Tempest J 29 Mark Johnson

RACE 6 – FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2011
COMMODORE’S CUP

1  Morgan D C&C 27 Dean Baldwin
2  Stampede Tartan 10 Kevin MacDonald
3  Trio GK 24 Reid Blynn

RACE 7 – SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2011
GARDINER HUBBARD BELL TROPHY

1  A Bomb Bombardier 7.6 David Buis
2  Soto Voce Dolbroth 41 Tyler Germani
3  Corsican 2 C&C 30 Ray Campbell

Marvin Harvey Award – Best Overall

1  Equinox Frers 33 Rod Stright
2  A Bomb Bombardier 7.6 David Buis
3  UNOUS Sigma 29 Kathy Ann Woodford

Bras d’Or Yacht Club Regatta Week 2011 Results
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Invoices

This is now the slack time in the “invoice” world, the
power bills having been sent out and the Annual Dues
invoices scheduled for 1st of November. This invoice will
include your membership fee ($354.00, CYA dues $24.00,
Common power $65.00, and where applicable the 2nd or
3rd payment of the Joining Fee $500.00. This invoice is
due not later than 30 days from date of the invoice. The
consequences of late payment of this invoice are severe.

Junior Sail Wrap Up

The office has just completed some 44 CYA certificates for
the youth who successfully completed a sailing level
(White I to Bronze V). Some 20 others attended the
courses, but did not quite meet the very high standards
set by our instructors and the Canadian Yachting
Association.

The summer concluded with two significant races for
those students in the program. The first being the 
BAMSE CUP held 18/18 August. This race for 420 class
boats was open to all sailing schools to participate in. This
year’s winners were from DYC’s program, Sean Leblanc

and Chad Liebold. Their very able coach was our sailing
director Teddy Skiffington, a Canada Games gold winner.
Under the auspices of the CONVOY CUP FOUNDATION, a
BBQ and trophies were presented. The mascot for the
Cup was ROC, a St Bernard, trained and handled by Mark
Grant of Bedford. Our thanks to Mark and to Steiner
Engeset for their generous contribution to this event. 

The second race was the annual TELSTAR TROPHY for the
top eliminators in this year’s program. This was won by
Sean Leblanc and Meredith Faulkner.

The wrap up ceremonies took place on Friday, 26 August
at which time awards were presented as well as the
graduating certificates. The CASEVECHIA TROPHY was
won by Owen Craig for the Best White Sailor and Sean
Leblanc for the best Bronze sailor. This deviates from the
traditional “Best Sailor for July” and “Best Sailor for
August”. This change being necessitated by the fact that
the courses are now of two weeks duration and not
monthly. Once again Charm Diamond Centres donated
wrist watches to the two winners. Their continued
support for the Junior Sail program is sincerely
appreciated.

From The Office By Bruce Cake
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DYC was represented in this year’s 34th
Marblehead to Halifax Ocean Race by
our own 1D35 Yacht Climax owned by
DYC Members Nathan Reece and
Emmanuel Comtois. 

The decision to participate in a major
ocean race requires considerable
thought… the logistical planning is
considerable, a budget must be
prepared, a race crew selected, the
boat and crew must comply with
equipment and safety requirements.
Our decision was made after securing a
sponsorship agreement with SNC-
Lavalin, a large Canadian Engineering
firm. The boat and crew would be
branded with SNC-Lavalin logos in
exchange for promotional
opportunities as well as post race use
of the boat for staff team building
sailing events.

The process began with selection of
the racing crew and the registration for
the mandatory safety courses. New
equipment was ordered and many
hours were spent bringing Climax up
to offshore racing standards. The
official registration brought a surprise
when we were told that we were 20
kg. under the minimum required
weight for this event. An exemption
was requested based on the boats
stability numbers and the lengthy
proven record the 1D35 has on
offshore races. We were subsequently
approved to participate in the race. 

The Boat was delivered to Boston by a
crew of three, not without incident, as
the engine lost a belt and the crossing
of the Gulf of Maine was completed
without power, using more traditional
navigation methods. 

A day before the race start we ran
through our safety equipment check
list and determined that two of our
safety tethers did not meet the rule
requirements. After checking with the
local marine supply stores, and finding
none in stock, panic ensued as this
would end our race. We split the crew
into two teams, with one team diving
into an internet search, and the second
calling everyone we knew in area

looking to
borrow the
equipment.
Other teams
apparently had
the same
problem with
the new rules
and several
frantic searches
were underway.
Dwayne and the
internet team
finally found the
tethers at a
supply store
more than an
hour away. Off
we went, the race could continue.  

Race day had the navigators looking at
the routing software and coming up
with the game plan, the rest of the
team went through the check lists.
Weather was indicating a fast race, a
race that would basically have the
faster boats following the rhumb-line
to Brazil Rock. As always, the question
was when would we alter course to
compensate for the Bay of Fundy tides,
which can generate currents of more
than 4 knots, helping or hindering our
progress.  

Although Climax was the smallest boat
in the 89 boat fleet she is fast and we
found ourselves in PHRF Division 1, the
first of six PHRF Divisions based on
handicap. We were surrounded by
some really big boys in this Division.
The start took the fleet back towards
Marblehead through a huge spectator
fleet, around a mark outside Boston
Harbour and then out into the Gulf,
next stop Hotel Mark off Halifax 363
nm away.

The crew rotation was two groups of
four on 3 hour watches. We had a
common breakfast and supper hour.
The first day was sunny and hot and
we were on a close reach up the
rhumb-line with lots of racing
company, we seldom dropped below 8
knots, in 15 knots of true wind speed.
Later in the day the wind built and
clocked around the beam just enough

to allow the asymmetric kite to go up.
We ran with the kite all the first night
under a full-moon, it was a magical
evening of offshore sailing. 

The second day started with a delicious
bacon and eggs breakfast made by the
skipper (Nathan) on the small burner
that serves as a stove. This feat was
accomplished as we had 20 knots of
breeze on the beam, and the boat
trucking along at 11 knots over the
long ocean swells. We climbed most of
the day in an effort to make Brazil Rock
and take advantage of the outgoing
tide cycle. We were on the edge for
the asymmetric sail as our speed was
bringing the apparent wind forward of
the beam. We maintained constant 10s
on the knot meter, at the price of a few
“boom in the water” style round-ups,
this tended to keep the off watch crew
awake. 

No one was seasick during the trip
which helped the crew focus on
keeping the boat going fast. It also
made for an exciting adventure as
everyone was feeling good and
excited.   

We rounded Brazil Rock around
supper-time on the second day. We
were then able to crack-off a little
allowing the big kite to go up for the
long run up the coast to Halifax. As the
sun went down the wind built into the
20s, the swell increased and the fog
descended. We were running about 20

Marblehead to Halifax Ocean Race 2011 –
Yacht Climax Log By David Haley
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km offshore and had great surfing conditions on the long
and deep ocean swells. Boat speeds of 11’s and 12’s were
common, as were the occasional round-ups as we pushed
hard. No one slept much the second night.

The spinnaker took a beating with the foot in tatters by the
end of the night. The morning light also revealed we had
put a spreader through the mainsail during one of the
more violent round-ups.  

Tuesday morning saw wind gusts to 30 knots which
brought Climax screaming up the coast and into the
Halifax Harbour control zone. With everyone now on deck
we pushed the boat even harder. We have video of Climax
hitting 16.1 knots. Top speed was reported at 17.1 knots.

Elizabeth announced our arrival to Halifax Coast Guard
control around 7 am. We had travelled from Brazil Rock to
Halifax in under 12 hours. We cross the line at 9:06 with a
time of 42 hrs and 36 minutes for the 363 nm course, 4th
place in PHRF Division 1. Check out the race photos in the
Photo Gallery on the yacht’s web site.
http://climaxracing.ca

Crew – Nathan Reese (DYC), Barry Nooyen (DYC), David
Haley (DYC), Cameron Haley (DYC), Elizabeth Shaw,
Dwayne Schofield (DYC), Ted Skiffington (DYC), Peter
Campbell. 



In the course of three summers
touring Canada’s three Maritime
Provinces in a 16ft open sailing
dinghy, there has always been one
day that distinguishes itself from
many outstanding memories. While
transiting the Eastern Shore of Nova
Scotia there was one day with a
strong offshore breeze and ocean
swell that provided for an
exhilarating plane of 27 nm in just
over three hours with an average
speed of 8.8 knots. Once I reached
my childhood home of Pirate
Harbour I thought that would be the
end of my adventurous spirit but the
sea called me and I followed. That
calling took me in my little craft to the
shores of Prince Edward Island and
New Brunswick. 

I will always remember, Prince
Edward Island for none other than
reaching Confederation Bridge. More
precisely my arrival in Borden, the
island home of the original ferry MV
Abegweit , captained by my great
uncle, was a very surreal experience.
While approaching Borden with a
strong running tide from astern a
strong SW wind spontaneously
appeared. In the blink of an eye, the
narrow Abegweit Passage
transformed from an idyllic sea into
an angry monster of large standing
waves.  Like a determined Rocky
Balboa, Celtic Kiss took every punch
with stubborn angst. As salt spray
spewed in every direction ,walls of
water crashed over the bow during
the thunderous thuds from diving
into the troughs I spoke to my sea-
going ancestors, Great Uncle John in
particular, and boldly said “C’mon
John I’m here in your honour and
could use some of your help now”
Uncle John must have heard me for
as soon as I said that the waves
became more manageable allowing
for a comfortable and triumphant
arrival in Borden.

The final leg of the 600 mile journey
though is most definitely a night to
remember. This particular day out as
a day trip with a running tide from

Shediac, New Brunswick to Cape
Tormentine’s derelict terminal that
once served as the New Brunswick
‘home’ of the beloved MV Abegweit.
Originally plans called for a gentle
day sail to Cape Tormentine. Leaving
Shediac at the tail end of a strong
wind warning ended up as an 18
hour odyssey covering 73 nautical
miles. Upon arrival from a slow
uneventful meander to Confederation
Bridge an updated weather forecast
called for a gale warning with gusts
to 35 knots which were to start in the
early morning hours before spawning
into a full force gale. Not wanting to
spend an extra day at an abandoned
ferry terminal and with much
consultation with my father in
Calgary who had access to weather
maps via the internet, it was decided
to forego a stay at Cape Tormentine
and sail 36 miles through the night to
outrun the oncoming gale. 

In order to prepare for the night
crossing in a setting sun, I had to
move quickly. Topping up the fuel
tank of the 2hp 4 stroke Honda and
having easy access to the jerry can
was priority as was reefing the main
in case the wind quickly sprang up.
Next was to get the PFD off and slip
on the floater jacket and splash pants
for both warmth and safety. The next
thing was to tuck the VHF radio in an
inside pocket along with some
emergency flares. The ever present
GPS and charts are tethered to the
mast with a flashlight and compass
nearby in the protected forepeak.
Snack foods and drinks were also

nearby to keep my own energy
levels up. 

With the sun beyond the horizon
and daylight fading, the GPS is
programmed for Amet Island
which is on the approach to Amet
Sound. In darkness I used the Cape
Tormentine lighthouse and the
lights in the center of
Confederation Bridge astern to
guide me to the unseen lights of
Nova Scotia. This proved to be a
very effective method of

navigation as I couldn’t see where I
was going but I sure knew where I had
been. With reefed main and a trace of
wind I was able to motor-sail 8.25
miles at 3.3 knots before the Honda
needed a refill. After re-fueling the
stern is lined up with the lighthouse
and the bridge knowing that Amet
Island is (theoretically) beyond the
horizon in front of me. With moonlit
sky and brilliant stars it was a
magnificent night that only a sailor can
experience. After another 8 miles the
steady drone of the outboard turned
into a coughing sputter. The signal it’s
time to again spring into action and
lean over the transom and carefully
pour supreme gasoline into the thirsty
engine. According to the GPS I was
positioned 20 miles from Amet Island
and 23 from my destination of Cape
John. At 0045 the wind began to build
as did the wave action. ‘ Kiss started to
hobby-horse awkwardly with unseen
breakers all around and as a precaution
I opted to douse the reefed main to sit
neatly in the lazy jacks. That only
magnified the now violent rocking that
made me feel like I was inside a Javex
bottle in a hurricane. Knowing that the
boat is designed to SAIL and not be
power driven the reefed main is
hoisted. This immediately dampened
the effect of a now very choppy sea.
Sea conditions and the now cloud
covered sky dictated it unsafe to be
leaning precariously over the transom
in an attempt to refuel the motor. Off
goes the motor and out comes the jib
for an exhilarating night sail. At 0245
Kiss is 17.5nm from Amet Island and
now in Nova Scotia water. Not
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A Night to Remember Dinghy Cruising Memories By Rob Dunbar
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Some Dates To Remember

Sat 30 Sep  -  BBQ TGIF
Thurs 27 Oct  -  Fall General Meeting
Sat 29 Oct -  Halloween Party
Sat 05 Nov -  Rear Commodore Awards Night
Sat 12 Nov -  Farewell to Gene Leroux Reception
Come on out and Enjoy!

DYC is a very active Club socially – if you didn’t know that,
perhaps you should come to some of the events at the
Club that have been advertised.  Here are some dates that
you might find useful to mark on your calendars, but
continue to check the Club website for up-to-date
information on events.  TGIFs and other events sponsored
by the Entertainment Committee will be published in the
weekly news e-mail, and also on the new Website:

wanting the offshore wind to push me out into the middle of
Northumberland Strait, I alter course to sail a bit high of Cape
John. It’s much easier to run to the wharf than to beat your
way to it. At approximately 0530 and well upwind of Cape
John, Celtic Kiss is set for a down wind run toward the wharf
and rising sun. As the sky turned to fiery red I knew that the
right decision was made. Within thirty minutes of arriving at
the wharf ‘ Kiss was on the trailer and noticed that the radar
reflector had smashed, rendering it useless. As I looked out in
quiet celebration, the gritted teeth of the Northumberland
Strait showed how treacherous the sea can be. Would I do it
again? HELL YEAH!! 
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Colin Jamieson, General Manager at Steele Volkswagen would like to invite 
you to visit us across the street and allow us an opportunity to show you 
what Steele Volkswagen has to offer in our Sales & Service Departments.

696 Windmill Road, Dartmouth
Ph: 468-6411 • www.steelevolkswagen.com

Which would
you buy?

Don’t settle for
anything less than

German Engineered
Safety from

Steele Volkswagen.

what Steele Volkswagen has to offer in our Sales & Service Departments.

696 Windmill Road, Dartmouth
Ph 468 6411 t l lkPh: 468-6411 • www.steelevolkswagen.com
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DYC Junior Sailing
Sponsorship Program 2011 By Dan Gallina
Once again this year, five members
of the Dartmouth Yacht Club chose
to sponsor a total of six junior sailing
students in the Pursuit of Excellence
in Sailing. Dartmouth Yacht Club
partnered with the Military Family
Resource Centre for most of the
Junior Sailing candidates, while
another candidate came from
another source.

Dr Paul Downing, John Hopkins,
Steiner Engeset, Jim Thomas and John

MacKeen gave generously so that
students like Destiny Leblanc, Stephen
Dominix, Emily Shipley, Dustin Renzelli
and Heaven Payne could be exposed
to the wonderful sport of sailing over
the course of a two week training
session. At the end of the course, all
students, without exception, expressed
their gratitude and reported that they
had learned a enormous amount
about sailing during their courses. It
was amazing to see how quickly they
absorbed the information.

To the 2011 sponsors, I thank you
very much for your kind gesture.  I
would like to remind all members
that in 2012, we will again offer the
opportunity for DYC members to
support children in the Pursuit of
Excellence in Sailing.

Club Hours
The DYC office is open Monday to

Friday 8am to 5pm.

Tender Service/
Fuel Dock Hours

Until 23 Oct 2011  
Mon-Sun 8:00am – 8:00 pm
Yard Staff & Summer Students

Attending

After 23 Oct 2011  
Mon – Fri 8:30am – 4:30pm 

Yard Staff Attending

Summer Bar Hours
until 19 October 2011 

Mon: 4pm – 10pm
Tues: Closed

Wed: 4pm – 11pm
Thur: 4pm – 10pm
Fri: 4pm – 11pm
Sat: 11am – 10pm
Sun: 11am – 7pm

Winter Bar Hours
start 20 October 2011 

until May 2012
Fri: 4pm – 11pm
Sat: 11am – 10pm
Sun: 11am – 7pm

General
Information
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3514 Joseph Howe Dr.
Halifax, Nova Scotia  
1-800-227-6233
yachtshop.ca

 

SPERRY TOP-SIDER
25–50% off

ROYAL ROBBINS
25% off

LASER RADIAL WORLDS
EVENT BOATS

(call for discount pricing)

New arrivals!
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Contact
Information

Dartmouth Yacht Club
697 Windmill Road

Dartmouth, NS
B3B 1B7

Tel: 902-468-6050
Fax: 902-468-0385

dyc@dyc.ns.ca
www.dyc.ns.ca

Newsletter
Information

The Signal is published
4 times a year:

It is available at the 
DYC Clubhouse
and posted at
www.dyc.ns.ca

EDITOR
Dan Gallina
DYC Office

ADVERTISING
Contact DYC Office

Tel: 468-6050 
to place an ad.

ADVERTISING RATES
Full Page - $100
1/2 Page - $75
1/4 Page - $50
Bus Card - $25

SUBMISSIONS
Articles and photos will

be considered for
publication subject to

space and topic.
Must be digital.

IMAGE & AD
SPECIFICATIONS

Supply via email. PC or
Mac compatible JPEG,
Tiff, EPS or pdf files
Image resolutions
should be at least 

250 dpi, sent attached
to your email not
placed in a word

document.

NEXT DEADLINE
Deadline for next 

issue submissions for
articles and advertising

will be Wed 14 
December 2011

DESIGN & PRODUCTION
Jennifer Stone

Michael Owen
Owen & Morrison

Trial Lawyers

604-45 Alderney Dr
Queen Square

Dartmouth, NS B2Y 2N6

Office:  463-8100
Fax:  465-2581

Residence:  463-3715
Cell:  499-0433


